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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Staff Members, Trainees and Boarders, and Friends of Montfort,
It is my humble privilege to greet you on this festive season of Christmas
and the coming New Year 2017. I picked up the baton from Brother Francis
Chua, my Predecessor on the 1st of July 2016. As I am no stranger to
Montfort Youth Training Centre, being one of the pioneering Brothers of the
Sabah Montfort mission, my sacred task is for the continuity and the wellbeing of the mission for the Youth, both in our main campus in Kinarut and
in our two Hostels, San Damiano Boys’ Hostel, Kiulu and St. Mary’s Youth
Hostel, Sandakan.
As we look back on the year 2016, we are filled with gratitude for all that
we have received. Despite the gloomy economic and troubling times, our
Donors and Benefactors have stood by us to support us. By their active
presence and participation in our educative mission for the Youth with their
care and hard work, they have once again brought successes to two of our
major fundraising events, Montfort Charity Golf and Montfort Open House
Carnival. Such selfless commitment and dedication by their deeds gave us
great encouragement, and therefore propelled us to continue in our daily
strive for the best of our Youth and our Institution.
Thus, I urge Members of the Staff, Teachers and Students Affairs Officers
in our three campuses to stay focused and be role models in our work and
walk with the Trainees and Boarders entrusted to our care. If we are not
passionate and be fully committed in our daily work, how else can we form our
Youth in their training and studies? How else can we inculcate good values
in their lives to build good character and good habits to pursue academic
excellence and competence for the workplace? We are familiar with the
old Chinese proverb, “What I hear I forget; what I see I remember; what I
do I understand.” Therefore it is pertinent that our Trainees and Boarders
become participative in their process of learning and formation. Quality
education today is the monumental task which can only be accomplished
with discipline and total involvement of all of us working together as a team
with a spirit of open communication and with the supportive relationships
of our Donors, Benefactors and Friends of Montfort, as our slogan says
“Together we achieve!”
May the warmth of the season bring good health, prosperity and happiness
to your home. Blessed Christmas and happy New Year 2017.
God bless and take care!
Bro Francis Xavier Gasper sg

MONTFORT YOUTH TRAINING CENTRE
Jalan Lama Penampang-Papar, Kinarut, Sabah
P.O. Box 612, 89507 Penampang, Sabah
www.montfortsabah.org
Tel: 088-755811 Fax: 088-755849 Email: mytcsa@gmail.com

EDITORIAL

ANNUAL CAMPING 2016
EVENTS

Greetings of Peace and Joy to all of you!

                                   

After producing the MYTC News for the past five years alone, it gives me
immense delight to announce that this issue was produced collaboratively
by a team.
Mr. Frydolisen Masmin is the man behind the camera, capturing many of the photos you are seeing in
this Issue. In addition, he had put together the design and layout of this issue. Frydolisen, a local Kinarut
boy joined MYTC in 2014 as an IT Technician. Besides being the photographer and graphic designer,
he maintains all our ICT system and equipment.
Ms. Debra Lyn Golingai joined us this year as our Public Affairs Officer. She also takes on the challenge
of guiding the Junior Trainees to gain fluency in their English communication skill. She took over the
writing of the articles that you will be reading in this Issue.
My acknowledgement also goes to many other contributors who have taken some of the photos featured
here. Last but not least, many thanks to the Donors, Benefactors and Friends of Montfort who are
walking together with us in our strive to Build Youth Build Nation, rain or shine, in good times or bad
times. Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas and may the joy of the season continue to bring peace and
and happiness to your life,
Marcella Tiong
Editor

PASSING OF THE BATON OF LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTION
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posted back to Sabah in 2013
to be the Brother-in-charge of
Pastoral Care Unit. Bro. Gasper is
the 5th Director of Montfort Youth
Training Centre.

Bro. Francis Xavier Gasper
took over the rein of
leadership on 1st July 2016
at the end of three-year
term held by Bro. Francis
Chua. Bro. Gasper, as he
is more commonly known,
is the pioneer Brother who
first came to Sabah in 1999
to start the Sabah mission.
He was later posted to Shah
Alam and Melaka before re-

Bro. Francis Chua, meanwhile,
is taking his well-earned and
well-deserved sabbatical leave
after serving 16 years in Sabah
mission. He has singularly built
up Montfort Youth Training Centre
to what she is today, journeying
with the Trainees in their daily
programme. An avid gardener
with gifted green fingers, he taught
many horticultural tricks which the
Trainees would bring back to their
own families and villages, and
turned the campus’ garden into
a fruit paradise! A keen jogging
enthusiast and with his signature

walking stick, he would challenge
the Trainees to keep up the pace
with him and complete the run,
and at the same time, taught
them determination. A spiritual
master, he would break the Word
of God that every Trainee could
understand and apply them in
their life. After sixteen years, it can
be said that Sabah has become
his second home. His departure
has left a void and yet a lasting
legacy of his diligence, steadfast
faith and passion for the Youth
and the mission.

On the 7th of July, a total of 250
people comprising Staff, Trainees
and Boarders from Kinarut
campus, San Damiano Boys’
Hostel, Kiulu and St. Mary’s Youth
Hostel, Sandakan gathered at
Kinarut Campus before departing
for the camping ground at Kuala
Penyu.
The objective of the annual
camping is to allow the Trainees
and Boarders to bond with their
instructors, teachers and officers
as one Montfortian family. At the
same time, the camping provides
an opportunity for the Trainees
and Boarders to appreciate and
learn conservation of water,
working together as a team and
keeping the environment clean.
Among the various activities lined
up for the 3-day, 2-night camp

were teambuilding games such
as giant slippers and bamboo
runs, tent building and bonfire.
The Trainees described the
whole camping experience as an
enjoyable yet educative one.
Sylvester Chung said, “I learnt
how to work in a team and to
appreciate the value of water.
After roughing it out with 40 odd
boys in a tent, I also learnt to
be thankful for everything given
especially the food. Camping on
the beach ground was a beautiful
experience for me and it made me
appreciate nature even more…..”
Another Trainee, Fernandez
Francis wrote:
“Each of us was given a duty
such as setting up the tent,

fetching water or cooking
for the team. All these
duties required teamwork.
Hence I learnt a lot about
teamwork and gotten plenty
of chances to practice it. The
games we played taught me
determination even though
they might be tough. Taking
part in the games also
taught me patience, humility
and self-control in order to
build a good relationship.”
Fernandez currently a Senior
Trainee, concluded that this
would be his last camping. “I
will miss this place that God
has created for every one of
us,” he said.
Brian Sion said, “Besides
the fun, we also took time to
pray to God in the evenings.
I enjoyed myself and I learnt
many values especially the
importance of conserving
water. The games we played
taught us teamwork and
helped us to build good
relationship with each other
including the Staff. I wish
to thank the Management
and Staff for organising this
camp.”
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FUNDRAISING

                                 

he 10th Annual Charity
Golf Tournament kicked
off at 7:00am at Sabah
Golf and Country Club on
the 16th July 2016 with
141 players coming from
Kuala Lumpur, Labuan and
Sabah. Mr. Willie Wong, the
Organising Chairman and
MYTC Board Member, in his
address, gave credits to his
Committee for their tireless
efforts to bring successful
conclusion of the event. He

made special reference to Datuk
Henry Goh who spearheaded
the donation drive and raked in
huge support from Kuala Lumpur.
He further noted that the positive
responses from the regular
supporters and players had
contributed towards the success
of this annual charity event.
This year’s event was a special
milestone in the history being its
10th edition since the tournament
was first inaugurated in 2003
by Datuk George Ling who had
flown in especially for the prize
presentation luncheon.

CHARITY GALA DINNER
FUNDRAISING
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Mr. Koh Tze Kui, 2016, Champion,
flanked by Mr. Willie Wong on his right
and Datuk George Ling on his left.

mission by turning his
Corporation’s
Annual
Dinner into the charity
gala dinner. The gala
dinner was held in Kuala
Lumpur on 23rd July
2016.

Dato’
Frankie
Foo,
the Managing Director
of RGP Corporation,
urged that the more
fortunate ones need to help
the less fortunate, so that
the less fortunate ones can
become contributing members
of the society through gainful

  

FUNDRAISING 									

The 11th Annual Open House
& Carnival 2016 was launched
on the 8th of September with the
press conference held at the
office of Datuk Susan Wong,
the local property developer,
philanthropist,
and
Sabah
Association of Tour and Travel
Agents’ Goodwill Ambassador.
Datuk Susan Wong has once
again lent her support for
Montfort’s educative mission
through this event by her
generous donation of cash and
beverages for the occasion.
She stated that she is pleased
to continue her support and

                                 

Dato Frankie Foo, one of the
regular donors of the Annual
Charity Golf Tournament decided
to do something extra for this
year’s charity golf tournament
when he mobilised his personal
circle of friends, family members
and business associates to
support Montfort’s educative

11TH ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE & CARNIVAL 2016

On the 9th of October 2016,
MYTC opened its door to the
donors, benefactors and Friends of
Montfort for a day of fellowship and
festivity through its 11th Annual
Open House & Carnival. Many
people from young to the elderly
from all walks of life, some coming
as far as Kuching, Sarawak and
Sandakan descended upon the
campus as early as 7am to sample
some of once-a-year signature
dishes prepared by the pool of
volunteers and Friends of Montfort.
The weather leading to the day has
been damp and wet, but lo and
behold, God answered the prayers
of the whole Montfortian family as
the sun came out for the special
day.
A total of sixty-seven stalls
were set up for the Bazaar sales
with a variety of items including

employment. He further shared
that it is the spirit of togetherness
that had made this fundraising
event possible and managed
to raise substantial sum for
Montfort’s educative mission.

Chairperson, thanked
all the other donors
benefactors for their
support for Montfort
donations in cash
kind, saying that
them,
the
11th
Datuk Susan Wong, third from left
Annual Open House
commented Montfort for the good
& Carnival 2016 would not be
work in empowering the needy
successful.
Youth for gainful employment.
them and
a n d
selfless
for their
and
in
without

Dato’ Seri Albert Chan is another
local philanthropist who has given
his continuous support for Montfort
through this event.
Datuk Margaret Fung, the Organising

home-cooked dishes and items
produced by Montfort’s own
Welding and Carpentry Workshops.
The four workshops were also
opened for public viewing and
visit. Visitors were thoroughly
entertained by the line-up of local
talents, games and Montfort’s very
own lion troupe.

Dato’ Seri Albert Chan, middle

come together to make this year’s
Open House a success, befitting
of the Montfortian motto, “Together
we Achieve!”

MYTC expressed its
appreciation and gratitude for the
support of the volunteer stallholders
and benefactors to make this
annual event is memorable and
enjoyable occasion for our visitors.
MYTC also thanked Archbishop
John Wong, the parish priests and
parishioners in the Archdiocese of
Kota Kinabalu for the overwhelming
support given during the coupons
sales drive at the respective
parishes and churches. Everyone
with their unique talents have
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10TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATION

OUR VISITORS
SOCIAL

                                 

SABAH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (STS) VISIT

EVENTS

                                 

22 JULY 2016
ND

The students from the Sabah
Theological Seminary led by
Pastor Tai Fung Fong visited
MYTC as part of their learning
curriculum. The group visited
the workshops and were given a
briefing on the respective courses
and programmes offered by
MYTC. They were earlier given a
corporate briefing to give them an
overall view of MYTC’s mission

and vision for its educative
outreach to the underprivileged
Youth.

GUAN YIN TANG ANNUAL VISIT 4 TH SEPTEMBER 2016
The Guan Yin Tang group led
by Mdm. Ng Yu Ling made their
annual visit to MYTC to present
their donation of day-to-day stable
provisions such as rice, noodles,
biscuits, beverages and cooking
oil. According to Mdm. Ng, in this
annual charity drive, the group
collected from their members
all over Malaysia including
Peninsular Malaysia and donate
collectively in commemoration
of the birthday of Guan Yin, the
Buddhist Goddess of Mercy.

MYTC marked the National Day
on 31st August 2016 with a series
of activities held for its Trainees
and Boarders to instil sense of
patriotism in them.
In Kinarut Campus, the Students
Affairs Department organised
the Merdeka Run and Drawing
Competition, while the Skills

Development Campus held the
Inter-Department Marching Drill
Competition. The General Studies
Department as part of their
general curriculum organised
the Big English Day wherein the
Trainees were given presentation
in speeches and drama with the
independence of the nation as its
theme.

The day began at 6:30am with the
Run participated by both Trainees
and Staff. This quickly followed by
the other two competitions. The 1st
place for the three categories of
the Merdeka Run, namely Trainee
10KM, Staff 10KM (men) and Staff
5KM (women) was won by Rayner
Jenus, Mr. Julianus Golius and
Ms. Zevera Sotibun respectively.
Welding Department took the 1st
place in the Inter-Department
Marching Drill Competition while
Paul House won the Inter-House
Choir Competition. Alex Chung,
Senior Trainee from the Welding
Department took the 1st prize
in the Drawing Competition.
The prize giving ceremony for
the winners was held during the
September General Assembly.

TANG HUAT WONG EDUCATION & WELFARE FOUNDATION 12 TH NOVEMBER 2016
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San Damiano Boys on their Patriotic Hiking

Over in San Damiano Boys’
Hostel, Kiulu, the Staff and
Boarders decided to hike the hill
at Kg. Malangang to appreciate
the independence of the Nation
while in St. Mary’s Youth Hostel,
Sandakan, a thanksgiving mass
was celebrated to mark the
day, followed by mini parade
cum marching competition.
The day was ended with a
fellowship dinner together with
the Advisory Committee and
benefactors of the Hostel.
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MYTC once again welcomed the
presence of the Tan Huat Wong
Education & Welfare Foundation
in our midst on their yearly visit.
The Foundation is one of our
donors who has been visiting us
and generously contributing to
MYTC throughout the years. The
group led by Mr. Muru and Ms.
Elly donated cash as well as daily
provisions such as noodles, rice,
eggs, sardines and other canned
goods for the Trainees’ daily
consumption.

St. Mary’s Boarders in their mini parade

VISIT OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL OF
THE BROTHERS OF SAINT GABRIEL,
BRO. JOHN KALLARACKAL
                                   

The Superior General of the
Brothers of Saint Gabriel, Bro.
John Kallarackal, paid a visit
to the Montfortian Education
Institutions in the Province
of Malaysia, Singapore and
Myammar, with MYTC being
his first stop among the three
Institutions in Malaysia. He
was accompanied by Bro. John
Albert, the Provincial Superior
of the Malaysia, Singapore and
Myammar.
During his visit, Bro. John
Kallarackal
held
dialogue
with the Board of Governors,
the potential Lay Associates,
Management
Committee
and the Prefectorial Board.
He also addressed the Staff
and Trainees in the General
Assembly.
Besides Kinarut Campus, Bro.
John Kallarackal also visited
San Damiano Boys’ Hostel
in Kiulu and St. Mary’s Youth
Hostel in Sandakan, and paid
the courtesy call upon the
Archbishop of Kota Kinabalu,
Archbishop John Wong.
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At the dialogue with the potential
Lay Associates

Bro. Superior General speaking to the St. Mary’s Boarders

met the Bishop of Sandakan, Bishop Julius Dusin Gitom, clergy,
religious and other benefactors of the Hostel.

General Assembly With Our Superior General
NOVEMBER
Welcoming the Superior General

MYTC is an indication
that they want to equip
themselves with knowledge
and skills.

Courtesy call on the Archbishop of Kota Kinabalu

Bro. John in his address to the Boarders of San Damiano Boys’
Hostel, Kiulu said he is very much impressed with the many talents
the Boarders and advised them to stay focused on their studies
to be academically successful. During his brief visit to the Hostel,
Bro. John met the Staff to give them encouragement in their daily
journey with the Boarders.
Bro. John addressing to the Staff and Boarders of San Damiano

The General Assembly for the
month of October was a special
one as our forefront leaders for
this region namely our Director,
our Provincial Superior and our
Superior General were with us.
Bro.
John
Kallarackal
in
addressing the Staff and Trainees
shared many wise words focussing
on the theme of ‘happiness’. Bro.
John expressed that happiness
is a 9 letter word but it is said to
be worth a million dollars and
further explained that our attitude
influences our happiness, that is,
if we are happy with our self then
we find joy in others. Therefore
Bro. John encourages everyone
to be happy with themselves.

Bro. John also mentioned of
the singular contribution of Bro.
Francis Chua, our previous
Director, who had put in a lot of
hard work to see that MYTC
become a truly educational
institution which stands out for the
quality of discipline and training
offered.
As an end to his speech,
Bro. John Kallarackal gave
the 4 D’s for success to
inspire staffs and Trainees
of MYTC;

Bro. John pointed out that
the fact that the Trainees
enrolled themselves into

Trainees are here in
MYTC to direct themselves
to the right path by
equipping themselves with
the knowledge and skills
to achieve their goal of
success.

In life there will be
distractions and this is
where you will need a strong
willpower and determination
to focus on your goals.

said to be a very important
part of the 4 D’s, as nothing
of importance can ever be
achieved without discipline.
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VISIT

Over in Sandakan, Bro. John
Kallarackal met up with the
Advisory Committee for a
dialogue. He also took time
to talk to the Staff, and the
Boarders and their parents,
and toured the hostel facility.
As his visit coincided with the
Hostel’s breaking for the yearend holidays for the Boarders,
the parents took the occasion
to meet Bro. John and prepared
the potluck lunch showcasing
many local delicacies. In the
evening, the Superior General

“I realised that there are many
differences between Singapore and
Malaysia. For example, in Singapore,
men aged 18 or above must enter the
national service. The students also
told us that we Sabahans are very
laidback and that we are very ‘happygo-lucky’… I think both MYTC and
SGSS boys learnt new things and
we treasured many good and happy
memories in Montfort. I miss their
presence but I am happy because
what is important to us is that they felt
at home while they were here.”

Montfortian
Exchange
Programme

			 Zinedine Igong
Senior Carpentry Trainee

The students and teachers from SGSS visited my home in Kg. Tikolod on the 7th
November 2016. The journey to reach my village took almost 3 hours from our
campus. During the visit, the students were very excited when I showed them
one of the houses which is built from bamboos. They have given some gifts to
my parents when we arrived at my house and on behalf of my parents, I thanked
them. The students were very curious when they saw the ginger plant that is
planted near my house. I was very impressed by their curiosity because they
really wanted to know how the gingers are grown and how to take care of them
before harvesting.
I later brought them to see the paddy field and they were amazed by it. One of
their first reactions is wonder as they exclaimed “Wow, it is very beautiful”.
The students were very happy for the visit. I have learnt about their life in
Singapore and what their daily activities are in their school as they stayed with
us at our campus. Hence, I am very grateful that I was able to show them how
my life is at the village. I hope to see them again in the near future.
			
						
		
					
		
Baxterlee Basil
Senior Welding Trainee

			

				
					
Alex Chung
				
				
Senior Welding Trainee
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“During the jungle trekking and obstacle race, we knew that the Gabrielite boys were tired as it
was very challenging for them but at the end of the day they enjoyed themselves. Some of them
also could not complete the obstacles race but we always made sure that we are on hand to help
them overcome the obstacles… I made a lot of new friends and their visit taught me that English is
an important language for communication. At the end of their visit, some of Montfort boys had an
exchange of shirts with the Gabrielite boys.”

VISIT

                                   

MYTC hosted the thirty-one visiting students from its sister institution of St. Gabriel’s Secondary School,
Singapore for the Montfortian Exchange Programme. The students, accompanied by four teachers,
were immersed into the daily residential programme during their stay while some special activities such
as jungle trekking, obstacles race and cultural night were organised in their honour.
The objective of this programme is to expose our Trainees to world beyond Sabah through the eyes of
their peers while expanding their worldview. The visit by their counterparts also provided the opportunity
for the Trainees to practice the values of 5Rs while exercising their soft skills in communication and
social interaction. At the same time, the students who are leaders in their school came for experiential
learning and exposure as part of their Servant Leadership Programme, with the objectives to instil
confidence, team work and resilience and to learn and apply the aspects of servant leadership and
interaction with counterparts in Sabah.

JUNGLE TREKKING & OBSTACLE RACE 5 TH NOVEMBER 2016
The jungle trekking started the ball
rolling for the day when Bro. John
Albert, the Provincial Superior
flagged off the event at 6:15am.
The trekking took the boys through
the small jungle behind the Kinarut
Residential Campus through the
neighbouring kampong before
reaching the campus. The boys
then proceeded to have a hefty
breakfast
before
submitting
themselves to the second event
of the day – the obstacles race!
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The obstacle race consists of 8
obstacles to build up the team
spirit of the boys with emphasis
on confidence, overcoming fear,
cultivating mutual trust, promoting
team spirit and determination,
encouraging leadership as well
as to teach each team members
in planning and problem solving.
The boys in their grouping of their
own houses (dormitory) braved
obstacles such as ‘margarine
hill’ that was designed as a test

of creative thinking and problem
solving as well as to instil team
spirit and team work.
During the jungle trekking and
obstacles race, the Trainees
showed their care and concerns
for their Singaporean younger
brothers by helping them to
navigate the terrains of the jungle
and to complete the obstacles.
Lived by the motto, “Leave no one
behind” and “Win or lose, play the
game”, the Trainees ensured that
their younger brothers were safe
and worked together as a team to
overcome the hurdles.

6 TH NOVEMBER 2016

MYTC was privileged to host
two distinguished visitors from
our Montfortian family at the
same time – Superior General
of the Brothers of St. Gabriel,
Bro. John Kallarackal who was
accompanied by the Provincial
Superior, Bro. John Albert,
and a group of 35 student
leaders from the St. Gabriel’s
Secondary School, Singapore
who were accompanied by
four of their teachers, Ms.
Geetha d/o Salungan, Mr. Nick
Chow, Mr. Tuang Fook Yong
and Mr. Ong Chin Ming.
In conjunction of their coincided
visit, a welcoming and cultural
night dinner was held in their
honour with the presence of
MYTC Board of Governors
Chairman, His Excellency Tan
Sri Bernard Dompok and his
wife, Puan Sri Diana Dompok.

VISIT TO WORKSHOP

The Superior General, Bro.
John Kallarackal in his speech
stated that he is happy to be
back in MYTC and is impressed
by the significant growth and
development
that
MYTC
has since his last visit many
years ago. He attributed this
growth and development to the
collaboration of many people.
Bro. Superior General thanked
the community of Brothers for
their continual commitment to the
cause of education, the donors
and benefactors as well as
the teaching and non-teaching
staff for their wholehearted
collaboration with the mission of
the Brothers.
The
guests
were
specially
entertained by the showcase of
traditional sound and dances as
the Trainees took to the stage with
their Sompoton (bamboo pipe), and
Sumazao, Warrior and Magunatip
dances. Being a cultural exchange
night, the SGSS boys together with
their teachers gave an energetic
dance performance before ending
with their SGSS signature move.
The night ended on the high note
with the exchange of mementoes
between the SGSS students
and MYTC Trainees which were
personally crafted by the boys
themselves.

6 TH NOVEMBER 2016

The SGSS students and teachers
visited the workshops to gain the better
understanding what their new friends
at Kinarut Campus are learning. Yapp
Zuen Teck from the RAMD briefed the
students on the mechanism of airconditioning unit and demonstrated
how to troubleshoot a breakdown unit
and re-commissioning it to function.
At the other workshops, Mr. Frederick
explained and showed them the
machinery, tools and equipment that
are deployed for the training as well
as the real production.
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MONTFORTIAN EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

CULTURAL NIGHT

VISIT

                                   

As part of the Montfortian ethos, the Pastoral Care Unit under Students Affairs Department would
pay a pastoral visit to the homes of our Trainees to gain better understanding on their background,
challenges and needs of the family. In conjunction of the visit by the St. Gabriel’s Secondary School,
Singapore (SGSS) and its Service Learning Programme, the Pastoral Care Unit organised three
teams to visit five of our Trainees in Tuaran, Tambunan and Telipok.

A total of 18 SGSS boys
accompanied by two of their
teachers went to Kampung
Tikolod in Tambunan to visit
two of the Trainees from that
village – Bakterlee Basil and
Brandon Yasing. The team
was led by Mr. Masslon Ripin
from the Students Affairs
Department.

Earlier on, the team did their
community service together
with the local youths from the
village to clear and clean the
surrounding of the community
hall, followed by brief interaction
and fellowship lunch with the
local village committee and the
youths.
At the homes of the Trainees,
the SGSS team visited the oil
palm plantation and ginger

The third team of five SGGS
boys was led by Mdm. Jovinia
Pualin from SDC Office went
to visit the homes of Trainees
Babayon Paon and Nelson
Gotisin.
Mdm. Jovinia Pualin reported:
“It took us slightly more than
two hours to reach the main
road of Kampung Talungan,
after which we proceeded
on foot. To reach Babayan’s
home, we had to go through
the suspension bridge and
ascended a hill.
Upon arrival, we were warmly
greeted by Babayan’s mother
and sister-in-law. Babayan
led the SGSS team to visit
the family’s rice field and
introduced the local vegetables
that the family are planting in
their garden such as pineapple,

yam, cassava and lemongrass
as the students were unable to
recognise them in their natural
habitat. The students also had
the opportunity to see how the
rubber latex was tapped and try
their hand on tapping as well.
After the lunch with the family,
the SGSS proceeded to do
their community service by
helping the family to clean the
compound and make a trench
for the family. It was quite a
learning experience for the
boys as this is their first time
handling the hoe.”
At the Nelson’s family, the
team visited the young rubber
plantation and the river nearby
to enjoy the view of the green
forest. Besides the community
work, the team were exposed
to village life which is entirely
different from their city lifestyle.

KAMPUNG ROMOKON, TUARAN
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Ms. Beverley Jominit from
Pastoral Care Unit and Mr.
Jose Perfecto Frankie from
Public Affairs & Fundraising
Department accompanied the
team of 17 SGSS boys to visit
the home of Trainee Fredoline
Soukim in Kampung Romokon,
Tuaran.
Beverley
Jominit
reported:
“After departing the campus
at 9:00am and reached at the
drop-off point at 11:10am, we

continued our journey on foot.
We crossed a river and trekked
2.5km to reach Fredoline’s
home. The road leading to his
home is very steep. Thus it
took us 2 hours to arrive at our
distination.
Upon arrival, we were warmly
welcomed by Fredoline’s family.
After brief introduction, the
SGSS students earnestly asked
of the family’s daily life in the
village such as the daily routine,
where or how to get the water,
the people living in the village,
etc. After lunch, the SGSS
team proceeded to the rubber

plantation to do their community
service in clearing the shrubs
that were surrounding the
young rubber trees.”
Besides, the fellowship lunch
and the community services,
the SGSS team savoured the
local fruit, the langsat, that
were grown by the family and
visited the bee house where
Fredoline’s father demonstrated
how he harvested the honey.
Mrs. Soukim also taught the
SGSS boys how to use and
handle the parangs as it was
the first time they are exposed
to such tool.

garden to get to know more
about the agricultural activities
of the village.
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PASTORAL VISIT

                                  

2

9th June 2016 – MYTC
marked the 9th Blessing
Anniversary of its chapel,
St. Paul’s Chapel-on-thehill with a thanksgiving mass
and a fellowship dinner with the
benefactor of the Chapel, Datuk
and Datin Victor Paul.
When MYTC began to develop
the Kinarut campus in early

2000s, Datuk Victor Paul stepped
in and offered to build the chapel
for Montfort Youth Training Centre
to be used as part of spiritual
formation of the Trainees.
During the fellowship dinner, two
Trainees – Nicklonero Nasun and
Yapp Zuen Teck – shared how
much the Chapel means to them
as it provides them with a tranquil

place to pray and reflect on their
life and growth.
Datuk Victor Paul in his address
shared on the beginning of the
Chapel and background on the
significance of the Chapel’s
stained glass designs and its
location on top of the hill, hence
the name, St. Paul’s Chapel-onthe-Hill.
The guests were later entertained
with several performances given
by the Trainees, including local
dance, the Sumazau.
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TELEMATCH 24 TH JULY 2016                                    
BOARDERS

SDBH organized a Telematch
as part of its weekend activitiy
nearby the hostel at the field
of Kg. Tombongon which was
near a river. The purpose of
the telematch was to promote
the spirit of teambuilding as
well as to put emphasis on the
value of determination in the life
of the students. The telematch

THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP DINNER
The
prefects
organized
a
Thanksgiving Dinner to mark
the ending of 2016 and as a
thanksgiving to the Lord for the
year 2016. This fellowship dinner
was also organized to announce

PRODIGAL SON RETREAT
SPIRITUAL

SAN DAMIANO BOYS’ HOSTEL

                                   

0th August 2016. For the
first time, the Montfortian
community
comprises
of the Staff and Friends of
Montfort came together for a
retreat based on the Parable of
the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) and
the painting of Rembrandt, the
Return of the Prodigal Son.
The retreat was animated
by Dr. Jeffrey Goh and Mrs.
Angie Lim-Goh from Kuching
Archdiocese and Fr. Cosmas
Lee, the rector of St. Simon’s
Parish, Likas at the Kinarut
campus. The two-day retreat
took the participants through
the characteristics of the three
protagonists – the insolent
younger son, the aloof elder
son and the merciful loving

PREFECTS OUTING

father. The animators guided
the retreatants on the spiritual
journey to return to the Father
who is all merciful and longing
for the returns of his sons and
daughters, a theme that fits
perfectly with this special year
of Jubilee – Year of Mercy.
Besides taking an in-depth
study on the parable, the
animators helped the retreatant
to examine and reflect on the

Rembrandt’s painting noting
the detailed features that
Rembrandt had painted in
his own understanding of the
Parable.
The retreatants came away
from their two-day spiritual
journey renewed as they gained
a deeper understanding of the
merciful Father who awaits
their return to his side.

also acts as an additional training
for the prefects to sharpen their
leadership skills and in organizing
an event.

15 TH NOVEMBER 2016                                   

the best students in the hostel in
which three of them received an
Excellence Award in recognition
of their efforts in their studies
as well as their in their attitude
and discipline. The award were
awarded to; Robin Morbin,
Dackleyson Nurudi and Jack
Oswald Jude. Entertainment for
the night came in the form of
several enjoyable performances
by the students. The fellowship
dinner was a success with all

the prefects given a certificate of
appreciation for their service and
commitment.

16 TH NOVEMBER 2016
                                   

As a token of appreciation for the
prefects, the prefects of SDBH
were given cash reward and
went for an outing to Tamparuli
to hike at Bukit Perahu after
which they went to Tamu
Tamparuli and enjoyed their
meal there. The hike started at
5:30am and they reached the
top of the hill at about 6:30am.
The prefects enjoyed their hike
and appreciated their team
work as prefects for the 2016
term.
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The Celebration of the 9th Anniversary of the blessing of
St. Paul’s Chapel-on-the-hill

ST. MARY’S YOUTH HOSTEL
BOARDERS

DEEPAVALI CELEBRATION

                                   

KAAMATAN FESTIVAL

                                   
26 TH JUNE
2016

To mark the harvest festival of
the land, the Pesta Ka’amatan,
a series of activities comprises

of traditional games and other
cultural elements were lined up
for the Boarders. These activities
aimed to ensure that these rich
traditions are kept alive among
the younger generation.
The day started with a tele-match
of various traditional games such
as bamboo stilt relay race called
rampanau, gunny sack run,
paisau bowling, etc. This quickly
followed by the showcase of
the traditional wears of the
different ethnic groups of Sabah

and bodybuilding competition.
The celebration ended with the
fellowship lunch with the Advisory
Committee and Bro. John Albert.

Even though there is no Indian
among the Boarders, there is
no stopping for the Boarders
to mark the Festival of Light
in solidarity with their Indian
cousins. The day started with
mini obstacle race which also
served to build up the Boarders’
team spirit and team work.
There was also a music session
conducted by volunteers to
guide the Boarders on the finer

15 TH OCTOBER 2016
points of playing
the guitars. The
day ended with
outdoor
cooking
competition
with
each team creating
and cooking their
own dishes with
firewood.
Earlier the Boarders
were invited by the Persatuan
India of Sandakan to celebrate
the Deepavali Night on 15th

October 2016. The boys gave
the delightful Indian dance
performance at the function.

STUDENTS DAY 23 RD OCTOBER 2016

ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL SANDAKAN, BAZAAR 14 TH AUGUST 2016

The Boarders joined the
Students’ Day organised by the
Yahweh Community which saw
the boarders from three hostels
in Sandakan – St. Mary’s Youth
Hostel, Maktab Rendah Sains
Mara (MRSM) and Sekolah
Seni – gathering together to
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STUDY TRIP TO SABAH SOFTWOOD HYBRID FERTILISER SDN. BHD. 26 TH AUGUST 2016
At the invitation of Board
Member, Mr. Chiang Wei Chia
who is also the director of Sabah
Softwood Hybrid Fertiliser Sdn
Bhd, the Boarders went for
the study trip to the company’s
plant in Lahad Datu.
During the visit, the Boarders
were shown how the fertiliser
was produced and how the
different fertilisers are used for
different plants and purposes.

give thanks to the opportunity to
live in the secured environment
at their respective hostels while
continuing
their
secondary
education. The objective of
the celebration is to provide
an avenue for the boarders
to interact with each other
and to share their respective
experiences as a boarder. The

THANKSGIVING & FAREWELL DAY

facilitators comprising of the
teachers and hostel wardens
gave motivation talks to the
boarders to encourage them in
their studies and daily life. The
boarders from each hostel later
gave presentation of songs
and dances to end their day of
thanksgiving and appreciation.

3 RD NOVEMBER 2016
The Hostel ended 2016
with a thanksgiving mass
and fellowship before the
Boarders were dispersed for
their year-end holiday. At the
same time, the Hostel bade
farewell and wish-wishes to
Mr. Jonathan Seah who had
been with the Hostel since
2014 as Students’ Affairs
Officer. Jonathan in his
testimonial shared that the

experiences he gained in his stint
are nothing but the preparation
for his long journey ahead
given by God. He expressed his
gratitude for the opportunity to
learn and internalised Montfortian
teachings. He reminded the
Boarders that their presence
here is planned by God, and that
their objective of being in the
Hostel is to study well.
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St. Mary’s Youth Hostel was
invited to take part in the St.
Mary’s Cathedral Parish Bazaar.
The Boarders set up five games
stalls as well as running the
raffle draw. The participation
gave an opportunity for the
Boarders to take part actively
in the fund raising effort and to
learn gratitude for the blessings
they are receiving as the
Boarders of St. Mary’s Youth
Hostel.

MYTC STAFF CLUB
               reported by Mdm. Fanny Kinajil   
SPORTS DAY & FAMILY DAY 30 TH - 31 ST JULY 2016
                                   
STAFF

MYTC had its family day as
organized by the Staff Club on
the 31st July 2016 at J’Borneo
Native Village where staffs
along with their family members
came together for a day of
bonding and fellowship. The
family day took place after the
Staff Sports Day that took place
on the 30th July which saw four
groups compete against one
another in a game of futsal and
a doubles badminton match
between each group.

DOOR OF MERCY VISITS
In response to this year’s
Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Staff
Club of MYTC made several
visits to the Door of Mercy:

22nd October – The Staff Club
once again went on a pilgrimage
the Door of Mercy at St. Peter
Claver, Ranau where besides
entering the Door of Mercy, they
went on a journey for the Station
of the Cross alongside other
pilgrims. The journey for the

                                   
HOLY ROSARY CHURCH LIMBAHAU, PAPAR
On 13th August, members made a trip to enter
the Door of Mercy at Holy Rosary Church in
Limbahau, Papar after which they proceeded
with a visit to the Holy Family Residence for
senior citizens at Kg. Purak to contribute to
the Residents a collective donation from the
members of the Staff Club.
Station of the Cross was not an
easy walk as it involved climbing
up steep hills and braving the
natural elements such as crossing
a path with a fallen tree. Members
also had the opportunity to renew
their baptismal vows at the
outdoor baptismal pool.

VISIT TO ST. THERESA HOSTEL, KOTA MARUDU 24 TH SEPTEMBER 2016
MYTC Staff Club visited St.
Theresa Hostel, Kota Marudu
as part of their club activity. St.
Theresa Hostel, established
in 1995, is a hostel housing
children and adolescents aged
from 5 to 19 years old. The
children come from orphanages,
extreme poverty of families and
children of single mothers from
all over the state.

Staff club members visited the
children bringing along with them
a collective donation in the form
of cash and also donations in kind
such as rice, snacks, biscuits,
dictionaries, alarm clocks, a
laminating machine, a guitar and
many more items for them to use
daily.

